
 

 

10:30 am Worship Service  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

April 28, 2024 
 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude: The strife is o’er – arr. Susan T. Nelson  

Welcome & Announcements  

Vote of Thanks    

Response    

+Call to Worship    

  We have gathered this morning to worship God,  

  who raised Christ from the dead. 

  We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

  We share by water in his saving death. 

  A new creation comes to life and grows. 

  Alleluia! 

  This week in Charlotte, 751 delegates are gathered to make laws for our  

  United Methodist Church. 

  Hosanna! Lord have mercy! 

  And Hallelujah! Praise be to God! 

  On Day one, Bishop Bickerton asked the delegates: 

  Are you willing to move forward in a spirit of hope, 

  and embrace a season of reformation,  

  commit to the revitalization of The United Methodist Church,  

  and work for a culture marked by compassion,  

  courage, and companionship?”  

  If not, maybe you are in the wrong place! 

  A new creation comes to life and grows, 

  As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 

  Alleluia! 

  On Day two, Bishop Holston reminded the delegates  

to embrace the radical, world-transforming love  

given so freely by our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  “When the world shouts hate; help us to love. 

  When we feel broken, betrayed, or rejected; help us to love. 

  Even when it seems impossible or doesn’t make sense; help us to love.” 



 

 

  We share by baptism’s water in Christ’s saving death. 

  Reborn, we share with Christ an Easter life. 

  Alleluia! 

  Delivering The Young People’s Address, Alejandra Salemi told the delegates: 

  “If you can’t have hope right now, that is OK,  

  I will have enough hope for the both of us. 

  God’s kin’dom is out there waiting to be built.” 

  A new creation comes to life and grows. 

  As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood. 

  Listen for the Universe restored and whole singing. 

  Alleluia! 

+Entrance Hymn: We know that Christ is raised (UMH 610) 

+Opening Prayer  

 

WORD 
 

Scripture: Acts 8:26-40 (pew Bible p.127)     

The Word of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God. 

+Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia (UMH 306 Refrain) 

 

+Gospel: John 15:1-8 (pew Bible p. 109)  
Hear what the Spirit says to the church.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

+Gospel Acclamation   
Children may come forward for the Time with Young Disciples. 

Time with Young Disciples  

Sermon  

 

RESPONSE 
 

Hymn: This is the Spirit’s entry now (UMH 608) 

Prayers of the People  

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.   

Loving God: We give you thanks.   

The Lord’s Prayer (UMH 895) 



 

 

+The Peace 

Offertory Anthem: I am the true vine - Peter Aston  

+Presentation Hymn: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow (UMH 94)  

+Offertory Prayer  

 

SENDING 
 

+Sending Hymn: Go, make of all disciples (UMH 571) 

+Benediction  

+Benediction Response: The Lord bless you and keep you – Peter Lutkin  

Postlude: Fugue/Finale on Lancashire – Kevin Hildebrand  
 

+ stand, as able 
*see text below 

UMH = red United Methodist Hymnal 
TFWS = black The Faith We Sing hymnal supplement 

 

 All music used with permission: license #A-726329 One License.net.  
 

Worship Leadership  
Preacher:  Rev. Grace Imathiu 
Liturgist:  Omando Bastian, Colin McDonald 
Scripture Reader: Christine Taylor 
Acolyte: Lola C. 
Cross Bearer: Bruce Greene 
Time with Young Disciples: Pastor Grace 
Minister of Music & Organist: Dr. Brian Schoettler  
Music Assistant: Cody Michael Bradley    
Chancel Choir  
Handbell Choir 
Ushers: Ed Webler, Ivy Joe Kuruvila, Pam Johnson, Marianne, and Dave Griebler 

 

The altar flowers are given today in honor of Hazel Barnett’s birthday by her daughter Carol. 
 

First Church celebrates Communion (Eucharist) every Sunday: in the Sanctuary at the 10:30 am 
service on the first Sunday of the month and in Tittle Chapel at 11:45 am on all the other Sundays.   
All are invited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Anthem Text 
I am the true vine,  
and my Father keeps the vineyard. 
Every branch that beareth fruit,  
God purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit. 
 
I am the true vine, 
ye are the branches. 
Those who abideth in me, and I in them, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit. 
 
Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; 
so shall ye be my disciples. 
 
As the Father hath loved me, 
so have I loved you: 
Continue ye in my love. 
 
This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, 
as I have loved you. 
(John 15: 1-2, 5, 8-9, 12) 












