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I believe PART 11
TOGETHER

27. “Lotd, I believe. Help my unbelief,” exclaimed the father of the epileptic boy (Mk 9:24). WE BELIEVE:

The confession “I believe” is a public profession of a living relationship with God, the A COMMENTARY
source of all being, in whom we trust to find our ultimate fulfillment. Even the mysterious ON THE

yearnings that lead men and women to search for God are a gift of grace. Faith is a gift free- APOSTLES'

ly given and freely received. Faith is an attitude of grateful reception of God’s grace and of CREED

self-commitment to the living Lord who guides the faithful through the action of the Holy
Spirit.” Faith enables humans to discern God’s plan of salvation as desctibed in the sctip-
tures.”

An Act of the Whole Person

28. While faith has an intellectual dimension in which we acknowledge revealed truth, it is
above all else a commitment of the entire person, mind, heart, and spirit, to the God to
whose goodness we surrender, trusting in divine care and guidance. Like those who sought
healing, comfort, and forgiveness from Jesus, we turn to God for all our bodily and spiritual
needs; and as we make our way through life, we seek divine counsel in prayer.”  Faith also
gives rise to hope in “things unseen” where our lives are hidden with Christ in God.”

Faith, Mystery, and Doubt

29. The centurion trusted the healing of his servant would happen by a word from Jesus.”
The man born blind directly expetienced the healing power of God in Jesus.** The disciple
whom Jesus loved, after entering the empty-tomb, “saw and believed.”* Christians, however,
often experience a certain darkness or obscurity in their life with God. As Paul wrote, “we
now see through a glass, darkly,” only later will ““we see face to face” (1 Cor 13:12). Faith
differs from objective, scientific knowledge because its proper content is the great mystery
in which “we live and move and have our being” and in which “we feel our way” to God
(Acts 17:27-28). In humility, faith admits its ighorance and embraces its dependence on God.
Yet, simultaneously, faith is a bold venture into an unknown future with God at our side.”

Because faith seeks understanding, devout questioning should be intrinsic to maturation in
the Christian life.

30. Even strong faith can falter. Jesus chided his disciples for being “of little faith.””" Peter
rejected Jesus’ prophecy that he would be a suffering servant, and on the night of Jesus’

29 Cf. Rom 5:5; 1 Cor 8:14-16, 12:3.

30 Rio §31; Col 1:26-29.

3 Mt 6:11-13; Lk 11:13; Jn 14:13-17.

32 Heb 11:1; Col 3:3. Also see below, “Resurrection of the Body” and “Life Everlasting.”

3 Mt 8:5-13.
3 Jn 9:24-38.
3% Jn 20:8-10.
36 Ps23:4.

37 Mt 8:26; 16:8; 17:20.
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Witness to Unbelief

Our profession of faith also
bears witness to the active
presence of God in human life
and history for an indifferent and
unbelieving world (Jn 16:2; Acts
2). To a world that has lost hope,
the church testifies to “an imper-
ishable hope” (1 Pt 1:3-4) and to
a fuller life in the Spirit. To those
wracked with doubt, it offers an
affirmation of life grounded in the
Author of Life. In this challenging
time for faith, the Creed serves
as an anchor for Christian
existence before God, so that
we will not be “tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind
of doctrine” (Eph 4:14). Peter
warns us that our “adversary the
devil prowls around, looking for
someone to devour” (1 Pt 5:8).
The Creed steadies our faith

so that we can resist the evil
powers of this world.

To an increasingly secularized
culture, ignorant, skeptical, or
even hostile to religion, the
witness of Christian lives is

very often more fruitful than our
words. Our service with the
poor, the disabled, migrants, the
sick, and the imprisoned gives
the strongest possible witness

to Jesus’ Gospel teaching. “‘By
this all men will know you are my
disciples, that you love one an-
other” (Jn 13:35; Acts 4:32). The
church’s advocacy for justice
and the defense of human rights
everywhere demonstrates how
God'’s love for humanity exceeds
that of human leaders and the
securities of human societies.

(continues on sidebar, next
page)
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trial before the Sanhedrin, Peter denied Jesus three times.”® Famously, “Doubting Thomas”
refused to believe Jesus had risen from the dead until he had first-hand proof.” When doubt
undercuts our confidence for leading a Christian life and begins to eat away at our relation-
ship to God, then we should pray earnestly for an increase in faith.*” When our anxious
drive for security, including intellectual certainty, threatens our trust in God, we can be confi-
dent that God will supply the faith we need, for, as Jesus promised, “the Spirit comes to help
us in our weakness” (Rom 8:26)."

The Church’s Faith

31. The term “creed” derives from the Latin word credo or “I believe.” This is the answer
candidates for Baptism give to the church’s point-by-point examination of their faith in
God’s revelation. With our declaration “I believe” at our Baptism, we are joined to the whole
company of saints united in its faith in Jesus.

32. Our profession of faith, especially in liturgical contexts, reaffirms our baptismal cove-
nant.*” Each person’s “I believe” participates fully in the communal “we believe” of Christ’s
church. We share in the living faith of a community of those who, similar to Mary at the

Annunciation, consent to God’s design for their lives;”® who, like Peter, confess Jesus to be

“the Christ, the Son of the Living God” (Mt 16:16); and who believe him to be “the Christ,
the Son of God, the One who is to come into this wotld” (Jn 11: 27), as did Martha. Thus,
we draw on the church’s great Tradition, which supplies what is lacking in our own faith and
nourishes its growth. We also unite ourselves with “a great cloud of witnesses” (Heb 12:1)
of Christians everywhere and across the ages.** Whenever we say, “we believe,” the life of
the church is deepened and renewed.”

33. Traditionally, the church has expressed its faith in creedal form. The Apostles’ Creed is a
gift handed on to the baptized as a symbol or mark of their active participation in the believ-
ing community.** Because the Spitit provides the church such abundant gifts of communion
and understanding, the recitation of the Creed engenders in every age both unity of faith

and diverse reflections upon that faith.*” This Creed gathers together God’s gift of self-reve-
lation and the chutch’s response.*® It names the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spitit as God,

38 Mk 8:31-33; 14:66-72.

3% Jn 20:24-29.

40 Lk 12:32; 17:5; Mt 21:20-22; Jude v. 20.

4 Tk 11:13; 12:22-31.

42 In the Catholic tradition, the Easter Vigil and the Masses of Easter Day include a renewal of baptismal
promises in question-and-answer format rather than in a recitation of the Creed.

4 Cf. Lk 1:38.

4 Sece the section on “The Communion of Saints” below.

4 Singapore §37.

4 The Apostles’ Creed is canonical by virtue of its inclusion in baptismal rituals and catechesis. The
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed, used in solemn liturgical settings, includes christological and trinitarian doc-
trines authorized by the two ecumenical councils that give the Creed its name. In the Roman Missal, the Nicene
Creed is the preferred text with the Apostles’ Creed an option for celebrations on Sundays and important feasts.
47 On the diversity in the church and reconciliation in the Spirit, see EG, esp. §131.

4 Rio §34.



and it places the life, death, resurrection, and return of Jesus at the center of the faith that
we believe.*

Do you believe in God the Father Almighty? I believe...
God the Father Almighty

34. Together, we believe in God. At the heart of our common faith is the self-disclosure of
the triune God. We neither believe in the revelation of three gods, nor in one God revealed
in three different ways. We believe in one God who is from eternity Father, Son, Holy Spirit™
and who has revealed God’s self to us.”’ We address this God when in the eucharistic cele-
bration we sing “Holy, holy, holy” (Is 6:3; Rv 4:8). Our shared hymns also tell of the wonder-
ful mystery of the triune God’s oneness of being and communion of persons.

Holy, hoby, holy! Lord God Alpwighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holby, holy, hoby, merciful and miighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

35. We call God Father because Jesus prayed and taught his disciples to pray “Abba, Fa-
ther,”*® and revealed his own mission as from his Father.”> The solemn prologue to the
Gospel of John uses the language of the Word to express the same reality: “In beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (Jn 1:1). Ignatius of
Antioch, a successor of Saint Peter at Antioch, wrote with a sense of the unutterable tran-
scendence of God as the great Silence out of which the Word is spoken.* We believe that
from eternity God is the Father of the Son.

36. When we call God “Father Almighty,” we express our belief in God as the source of all
being, the governor of the created order,” and the sovereign Lord of history,® who guaran-
tees that evil and sin will not have the final word.”” We believe that God’s power is not that
of a despot but of aloving parent.”® In God, power and mertcy, justice and love are united.”
“He never treats us, never punishes us as our guilt and our sins deserve” (Ps 103:10).° The
scriptural affirmation of God’s paradoxical nature—both powerful and compassionate, at

49 Brighton §11.

50 “In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19) is the baptismal formula dating from the eatli-
est days of the church.

51 Ex 3:13-15; Jn 8:24; Mt 3:15-17; Lk 9:34-35.

52 Mt 6:9; Lk 10:21; Jn 17: 5, 25.

5 Mt 16:17; Jn 5:36-38; 10:25-30.

5 lgnatius, Letter to the Ephesians §19.

55 Gn 1:1; Ps 148; Jb 38-39; Jer 32:16-18.

5 Prv 16:9; Ws 7:15-20; 10:1-12:32; Ps 115:30; Is 46:8-13; Dn 3:34; Mt 24:36; Eph 1:11.
57 Rom 8:31-39; 1 Jn 4:4.

58 Ps 103:1-14; Mi 7:18-19; Lk 15:11-32.

5 Ps 145; 103, esp. vv. 8-12.

60 Ps 103:10 (Jerusalem Bible). Cf. Is 55:8-9; Lk 5:22; 15:11-32.

At the same time, Catholics and
United Methodists should be
keen to admit and correct the
faults of our churches, from the
legacy of slavery to cover-ups of
sexual abuse, which undermine
the credibility of the church’s
Gospel witness. Confession,
repentance, and reform are
effective antidotes to the fading
of faith that often comes in the
wake of scandal.

Finally, Catholics and United
Methodists should continue to
witness to the Gospel in public
life, especially in culture-shap-
ing fields such as journalism,
science, the arts, education, and
entertainment. These disciplines
form the narratives that guide
the ways people lead their lives.
Communities of faith must be
present in these arenas helping
to bridge their narratives with
Christ’s Gospel, challenging and
correcting them when necessary,
and exploring new ways for
embedding the Gospel in cultural
life.
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once just and merciful—should be a reminder to us not to judge rashly, confusing our own
standards with God’s judgments and purposes.”’ Finally, God, out of cteative goodness,
provides for the needs of all creation. Divine providence extends to the birds of the air and
the lilies of the field.** Jesus points out that if flawed human beings know how to feed their
children, “how much more will [our] Father in heaven give things to those who ask him” (Mt
7:11; cf. 1 Jn 5:14-15).

Creator of heaven and earth

37. Catholics and United Methodists believe that God freely created all things visible and
invisible and lovingly sustains their existence.”” Christians affirm that God made all things
ex nibilo, “out of nothing,” thereby asserting God as the sole source of all that is.* All cre-
ation owes its being, as well as its ordering, to God, and not to any pre-existing matter as the
ancient Greeks believed.

38. Because God the creator is all good, everything God has created is essentially good.”
God shows cate to all creatures.” Creatures are wholly dependent on God. When they
fail, God revives them and brings them to fulfillment.”” In particular, God loves humanity
so much that he sent the Son to save us from our sins.®® The powers of heaven and earth
do his will,”” but to humans he gives freedom, and it is with that human freedom that evil
enters the world.”

Knowledge of God from Creation

39. Creation is God’s first gift; it is the first sign of God’s glory and God’s love.” In this
universe, all creatures relate to their creator and to each other: heavenly ones such as angels,
and earthly ones like humans, animals, plants, and rocks. The praise of the triune God is
more than a human affair. When we join Saint Francis of Assisi in singing God’s praise, we
ate joined in chorus by brother sun, sister moon, and mother earth.”

40. In the hidden heights and depths of creation, people have sensed God’s presence.
Throughout history and in every religious tradition, poets, artists, philosophers, and mystics
have given expression to that awe and wonder.” To Christian eyes, the wotld is an intro-

61 Mt 7:1-5; Rom 2:1-4; 1 Cor 4:5.

62 Mt 6:26-29; 5:44-45.

63 Gn 1:1; 2:1; Pss 148:5-6; 33:8-9.

64 FEccl 42:14.

65 Gn 1:10, 12, 19, etc.; Mark 10:8.

66 Ps 104; Jas 1:17.

67 Ps104; Jn 15:11;1 Jn 1:4.

% Jn 3:16-17; Rom 8:32.

69 Ps 103:20-22; Is 44:28-45:6; 55:10-11; Heb 1:14; 2 Cor 9:10-12.

70 Gn 3; Eccl 15:11-21; Rom 5:18-19.

7 Gn 2:15-17; 9:1-17.

72 Cf. Ps 148; Dn 3:57-90; Saint Francis of Assisi, “The Canticle of the Sun.” The “Song of the Three Young
Men” in Daniel (3:57-90) is not included in most Protestant Bibles.

73 HEFG §13; also Eccl 42:25-43:27; Jb 26:14; Acts 17:24, 27-28; Rom 1:19-20.



ductory guidebook to the holy mysteries, an itinerary leading into the beauty of the creating
God.™ Christ shows us fully what it means to live in the constant awateness of the gift of
existence, to realize that we have received all that we are from the Father.”

Creation and Redemption

41. Creation, condemned to frustration because of sin, is made new in Christ. For, in him,
God’s eternal purpose for human beings to become “children of God” has been achieved,”
and with it all creation is renewed.”” Opened to the gracious presence of God and in com-
munion with him, the divine image in humanity is restored and elevated for we are one with
God in Christ, so that our action is of lasting significance.” For in our sufferings and in our
service, we build up the body of Christ until God will be all in all.”

42. Humanity’s vocation to be stewards of the mysteries of salvation does not diminish our
original call to be stewards of creation, but makes it still more binding.* In particular, the
extinction of species deprives God of receiving glory and praise from the very fact of their
existence.” All of us have something to contribute to the cate of creation.” All of us must
contribute to the protection of the earth, God’s garden and our common home.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? I believe...
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord

43. We, together, believe in Jesus Christ. Believing in Christ is first and foremost loving him
and putting our trust in him as Savior, brother, and guide. The word “Christ” is a translation
of the Hebrew word “Messiah” and means “anointed one.” It is not originally a name, but a
role and also a Jewish hope. To be anointed means to be set apart for a particular mission on
behalf of the entire people of God. In Israel, priests, kings, and prophets were anointed.®
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus declares himself the anointed one when, after reading a passage
from the Prophet Isaiah (Is 61:1-2), he states, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
midst” (Lk 4:14-21). On the eve of his passion, he sees himself as the last of God’s rejected
prophets.*

74 Ps 8:5-6; HEFG §13.

75 HEFG §10.

76 Cf Jn 1:11, 3:16; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Rom 8:14-17; Gal 4:6-7; Eph 1:11.
77 Rom 8:22-23; Eph 1:9-10.

78 Jn 14:23; Eph 3:16-19; 1 Cor 15:49; 1 Jn 3:2; cf. GS §39.
7 Col 1:24; Eph 4:11, 16; 1 Cor 15: 24-28.

80 1 Cor 4:1-2; Lk 12:42-44; Gn 1:28-31.

st LS §33.

82 1S §l14.

85 Cf. Ex 28:41; 1 Sm 15:1; Is 61:1.

84 Lk 13:33-35; Mt 23:36-37.
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44. Peter professed Jesus to be “the Christ, the son of the living God” (Mt 16:16). At the
graveside of Lazarus his sister Martha made the same declaration, specifically naming Jesus
as “the one who is to come” (Jn 11:23-27). At Pentecost, moreover, Peter proclaims to the
crowds, “Let all the house of Israel, therefore, know that God had made him both Lord and
Christ” (Acts 2:36). These professions point to Jesus himself as the object of the church’s
faith and the heart of Gospel preaching.®

45. We believe the Son of the Father is the Eternal Word who is God from all eternity.® In
the Gospel of John (8:58), Jesus declares, “before Abraham was, I AM,” placing himself on
a par with the Father. The only begotten Son of God is also our Lord. The term “Lord” is
closely identified with the revelation of God’s most hallowed name to Moses.*” By calling
him Lord, we profess his divinity and his power over evil.¥ More than that, by confessing
him as our Lord, we denounce all the false lords and gods that may take control over our
lives.”” God’s only Son is our Lotd; he alone is our Alpha and Omega, our beginning and
end.” Our affirmation of the Lordship of Jesus Christ is God’s gift, because “no one can
say ‘Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor 12:3).

Conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary

46. To save us and to reconcile us to himself, God sent his own Son, so that those who
believe in him may have eternal life.”’ He, being eternally begotten of the Father, is truly di-
vine.”” Conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of Mary, he was truly human.”” As a “descen-
dent of David,” he was the fulfillment of Israel’s hopes and of divine promise.” He was “in
every respect tested as we ate, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).”

47. In Christ, the true vocation of every human being is revealed. Since “all things have
been created through him and for him” (Col 1:16), everything finds in him its direction and
destiny. Born of God, he gave to all who believe in him “the power to become children of
God” (Jn 1:12).% By the Holy Spitit, the vocation of every human being can be realized.”
The Holy Spirit will bring to completion the final conformity of Christians to Christ in the
resurrection of the dead on the final day.”® Even now Christians shate in the glory of the
risen Lord.” In time and in history, the end is near, even though not fully here.'”

85 Acts 2:20; Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 12:3.

8 Jn 1:1-3.

87 Ex 3:14.

8 Mt 12:25-29; Eph 6:10-12.

8 Cf. 1 Cor 8:5-6.

% Rev 1:8.

91 Cf. 2 Cor 5:18; Jn 3:16-17; 1 Jn 3:9-10.

92 Mt 1:18; Lk 1:34-36; Jn 1:11-14.

93 Mt 1:24-25.

% Durban §10; also Mt 1:1-17, 20-21; Lk 2:29-32, 36-38.
9% Cf.1]Jn3:15.

9% Cf.Jn 1:22-23; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Rom 8:14-17; Eph 1:5.
97 Rom 8:1-4, 10-11.

% Rom 8:18-30; Gal 5:22-26; Phil 3:20-21.

9 1 Cor 2:10-15.

100 Mk 13:33; see §56 below. Also Houston §38.



48. Within the history of salvation which culminates in Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary plays
a unique role."”" Her virginal conception of Jesus highlights the grace and wonder of God’s
new creation in Christ.'”® She is Jesus” mother, the Mother of God (Theotokos), holy exem-
plar of contemplation, advocate for the poor and lowly, and first among the disciples.'”
Every aspect of her life plays an important part in our salvation.'” By God’s grace, she was
enabled freely and courageously to say her “Let it be” (Fra#; Lk 1:38), to God’s invitation

to bear the incarnate Word in her womb. Her exemplary discipleship invites others to heed
God’s call to them.'”

49. By becoming incarnate, the Word made flesh is the ultimate norm of all the church’s

life and doctrine.' Jesus Christ orients all that is done and taught in the church towards

the praise and worship of God the Father, by the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. He is
“the pioneer and perfecter of our faith” (Heb 12:2), a forerunner for all who would receive
eternal life by participation in his death and resurrection.'”” At the last day, those who live in
Christ will be raised into the fullness of his evetlasting kingdom.'®

50. Jesus’ mission was both to proclaim and to be God’s salvation. He was sent to announce
that God was coming to release the people from captivity to the powers of evil, sin, and
death, and to heal their suffering and wounds."” What Jesus preached, he did. He set free
those possessed by evil spirits and released those who suffered from guilt and alienation. He
blessed the poor and gave them the assurance that God was with them and that his kingdom
would belong to them.'’

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead

51. The naming of Pontius Pilate in the Creed may startle us. He is one of the three people
named in the Creed along with Jesus and Mary. This naming is no accident, for it locates the
saving events of our faith in history. The passion of Christ does not happen in a mythical
time and place but in Jerusalem when Pilate was governor of Judea. Jesus died on a Roman

cross accused of a political crime.'"

101 Tk 1:46-55.

102 Methodist Church of Great Britain/Roman Catholic Committee, Mary, Mother of the Lord: Sign of Grace,
Faith, and Holiness. Towards a Shared Understanding (London: CTS Publications; and Peterborough: Methodist Pub-
lishing House, 1995), 13 §28.

103 Mt 1:18-25; Lk 1:26-29, 46-55; 2:19, 51; Acts 1:12-14.

104 Houston §127.

105 Houston §§57, 163. Also, see the sidebar on “Cloud of Witnesses” in Part IV below.

106 Phil 2:1-8.

107 Durban §1306.

108 Synthesis §8; also Rom 6:2-4; Phil 3:9-10; Col 3: 2-4.

109 Tk 4:14-22.

110 Tk 7:20-22; Rio §77.

1 Mt 27:37.
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52. At the heart of our common faith lies the conviction that Jesus gave his life upon the
cross for our salvation and that the Father raised him from death to a new and glorious life
that he seeks to share with all humankind.""? Jesus’ earthly ministry culminated in the pas-
chal mystery of his saving death and resurrection that completely fulfills his threefold office
as priest, prophet, and king,'” Every aspect of his eatlier ministry points towards this event.
The anointing that Jesus received at his Baptism in the Jordan River when the Spirit of the
Lord descended upon him finds completion at Calvary when he commends his Spirit back to
the Father."

53. Jesus suffered and died on the cross, enduring the full extent of human alienation in ot-
der to redeem it. Jesus’ relation to the one he called Father comes into sharpest focus around
his death.' This focus helps us see that salvation has inseparable individual and social
dimensions. Salvation involves relationship to God and to our fellow human beings, and the
transformation in Christ of both the human person and human society. Christ did not die
alone. He was crucified with two criminals and dies in solidarity with all who suffer—the
weak, the poor, the oppressed, the excluded, and the discarded. God’s saving work in Christ
is not restricted in scope, but reaches towards the entire created order.!® The divine love
that enables us to live in partnership with each other also calls us to a common mission to
witness to and proclaim this love in the world."”

On the third day he rose again

54. “Christ is risen!”—this is the very core of the good news. Through Christ’s death and
resurrection we are freed from our bondage in order to live in the fullness of life for which
God made us.""® The resurrection confirms the identity of Jesus as the revelation of the
triune God. He is the Son of God. Raised from the dead by the Father in the Spirit, Jesus is
victorious over death."” The assurance of Christ’s triumph over evil and sin gives new hope
to the Christian who desires to see God face to face and whose life in Christ anticipates the
final resurrection.’ The joy of the resurtrection moves our hearts to praise together using
the words of Charles Wesley:

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Allelnia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

12 Jn 3:17; 18:37; Synthesis §8.
13 Jn 12:12-16; 18:37.
114 Cf. §43 above.

115 Rio §22.

116 Synthesis {14.

17 TDL §30.

118 Cf. Jn 10:10; Durban §10.
119 Rio §26.

120 Houston §144.



Love’s redeeming worfk is done, Allelnia!

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened paradise, Allelnial™

55. The risen Christ continues to abide with his disciples. As on the road to Emmaus, we
encounter Christ in the reading of scripture, in fellowship, and in the breaking of bread.'
This encounter has the power to transform our bewilderment, anxiety, and doubt into un-
derstanding, encouragement, and sure faith.'*

He ascended into heaven; he is seated at the right hand of the Father

56. Christ ascends to the presence of the Father in heaven.'” In his ascension, the glory of
the resurrection is made complete in his communion with the Father.'” At the Fathet’s side,
he sends the Holy Spirit and gifts to his people.’® At the same time, even as he ascends,
Christ remains intimately close to us.'”’ The risen Christ is present at the heart of the life of
his church, working in and through the church, which he unites with himself as a communal
sign and instrument of his saving presence.'” Christ declared that he would be present in
the midst of two or three gathered in his name, and he promised to be always with his faith-
ful followers until the end of time.'” By placing all our hope in these promises of Christ
and the guidance of the Spirit, we trust the sacramental presence of Christ that the church
celebrates and embodies."”” The one crucified, risen, and ascended is the host of his supper
and is present thete in the fullness of his being, both human and divine."”! He now lives
forever, exercising a perpetual priesthood, making intercession for us.'*

He will come again to judge the living and the dead

57. The fullness of the Gospel challenges us to hold God’s mercy and justice together.'

On the day of judgement, a person will stand before the holiness of God and their life’s
story will be laid bare.”” Both holy living and the failures of sin will be revealed before the
Lord, who commanded us to love God and neighbor, to feed the hungry, give drink to the
thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, and visit the sick and those in prison."”” God

121 UMH #302.

122 Lk 24:13-35.

123 Durban §93.

124 Mt 24:36; Lk 24:50-53; Acts 1:6-10.
125 Jn 14:10-11.

126 Jn 14:16, 26; Eph 4:8.

127 Jn 1416-21; 15:7-17.

128 Seoul §77.

129 Mt 18:20, 28:20; Durban §78.
130 Durban §23.

131 Tk 14-18; Rv 3:20; Durban §78.
132 Heb 7:24-25; Seoul §131.

133 Ik 15:11-32; Jn 8:2-11.

134 Mt 12:35-37.

135 Mk 12:30-31; Mt 25:31-46.
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bestows upon each one of us the gift of freedom so that there is always the possibility of

accepting or rejecting God’s gracious gift of salvation and the call to holiness."

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? I believe...
The Holy Spirit

58. Together, we believe in the Holy Spirit as God. In the Bible, impersonal images often de-
scribe the Spirit: wind, water, fire, a dove. Even so, the Spirit is a person, “another advocate”
similar to Jesus."”” The Holy Spirit is fully and petfectly divine, just as are the Father and the
Son, possessing as they do all the divine attributes.

59. The Holy Spirit has always existed, and there will never be a time when the Spirit ceases

to be."® The Spirit was active at the creation and spoke through the prophets.”” The divine
Spirit was present at the conception of Jesus, at his Baptism,'* and during his entire public

ministry.'*! A new stage in the wotk of the Spirit began following Jesus’ death, resurrection,
and ascension, namely the founding of the church.'*

60. The Spirit seals the adoption of believers enabling us to call God “Father” and to con-
fess Jesus as Lord.'"* The Holy Spirit makes us holy by uniting us to God through the gifts
of faith, hope, and love, and by dwelling within us so that we might bear the fruit of the
Spirit."*

The Holy Catholic Church

61. The church is a mystery rooted in the mysteries of the Holy Trinity and the saving life,
death, and resurrection of the incarnate Word. Scripture offers a bountiful cornucopia of
imagery to elucidate this blessed communion: the people of God, the body of Christ, the
bride of Christ, the temple of the Holy Spirit, the household of God, and others. The
church as a gathered community participates in the life of God. The church as a sent com-
munity participates in the Fathet’s sending of the Son and the Spirit.'* Thus, the church
never creates itself. It is an initiative of the Holy Trinity and belongs to the realm of God’s
grace. As members of Christ’s church, and in communion with Christians throughout the
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ages, we share in the life and paschal mystery of the incarnate Son, upheld by the Spirit of
God.'*

62. We confess the church as holy and catholic. These two descriptors are marks of God’s
continuing and faithful presence in the church. The Nicene Creed adds “one” and “apostol-
ic” to these marks. These marks ate both gifts and goals for Christians as a pilgrim people,'"’
for they ate already present but not fully realized."*® When we confess the church as holy
we do not deny that it is a community of weak and vulnerable human beings who often fail
and fall, individually and collectively. Yet, we also believe that God remains faithfully present
to the church.' Its holiness is a gift detived from and dependent on God."™ Its holiness
offers no grounds for boasting, but imparts on it an obligation to serve God by a life of
prayer and surrender to divine grace, and by compassionate attention to the needs of all.™
In other words, the holiness of the church is not just a gift; it is also a task.

63. The church is also catholic, that is, universal. The fullness and universality of the church
is evidenced in the great commission, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations”

(Mt 28:19), and in the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost on peoples of many nations.””* It is
evident in the variety of spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit has given the church in order to
equip the different members of the body for ministry.' This same Spirit leads us into all
truth, and enables us to bear witness to salvation in Christ. At the last God will triumph over
sin and death and in fulfillment of his pledge of the Spirit bring all who love him to unend-
ing glory."*

The Communion of Saints

64. The communion of saints includes all the baptized, living and dead. The saints in heaven
praise God, while the saints on earth join them in their praise through prayer, song, and
worship, especially in the Eucharist. Recognized within this communion is the exemplary
presence of divine grace in specific persons whose words and holy living—even to the shed-
ding of their blood for Jesus—testify to the transforming action of the Spirit. This “cloud
of witnesses” transcends denominational divisions." Indeed, God’s grace overflows the
bounds of the visible church; the communion of saints includes people who never had the
opportunity for Baptism but whom God desired to invite into his eternal fellowship. There
is a sense of solidarity with the saints above as faithful Christians who have lived the gospel
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and become holy during their lives."*® The living faithful continue to cherish the witness and
example of saints from the past who still inspire holy living, '’

The forgiveness of sins

65. The Holy Spirit brings about the forgiveness of sins because of the Spirit’s role to teach
us, the disciples of Jesus, all things necessary for our salvation and bring to our remem-
brance all that Jesus said.”® Jesus called sinners to repent and offered forgiveness to all who
were willing to receive it. Through the blood of the cross, Jesus reconciled all things, wheth-
er on earth or in heaven.'” In these and many ways, Jesus showed himself to be the Prince
of Peace. The Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Truth, bears witness to Jesus and enables us
to be witnesses in our turn.'” By guiding us into all the truth and declaring the things that
are to come, the Spirit so glorifies Jesus.'”" The Holy Spirit shows the wrongness of the
fundamental sin: lack of faith in Jesus.'®® When we receive the Spirit in our lives, our hearts
fill with the Holy Spirit and we can call God “Abba, Father.” Thus, the Holy Spirit is the one
who enables us to pray, “Our Father” and “Forgive us our sins,” and helps us to pray con-
scious of weakness but fully confident of God’s merciful love for us in Christ.'® The Holy
Spirit is both our helper and our advocate who pleads for us and brings about repentance,
forgiveness, and reconciliation.'**

The resurrection of the body

66. Death came into the world with sin, but not even death can separate a person from the
love of Jesus Christ.'” The risen Christ enjoys “the first fruits of all who have fallen asleep”
and then “all who belong to him” (1 Cor 15:20-23). Our personal identity continues from
this world to the next even as there is discontinuity between life on earth and in heaven.'®
We believe, moreover, that God’s creative power will reunite body and soul at the general
resurrection after the pattern of Jesus Christ.'"” Our life attains its ultimate purpose in union
with God in the communion with the tisen Christ.'®® Then our bodily and spititual healing
will be complete in petfect wholeness and holiness.'’
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Life everlasting

67. The hope of resurrection leads us to look to the time when “death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,” and all things will be made new (Rv 21:4-5).
Eternal life is to know the Father and Jesus Christ whom he has sent; it is the ultimate
fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme happiness and bliss in union
with God." Our Christian hope is that “we will be with the Lotd forever” (1 Thes 4:7).
This common hope keeps the promise of eternal life alive in our hearts and impels us to
evangelize the world.'”
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