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First United Methodist Church of Evanston 
Highlights From the 2022 Annual Conference of the Northern Illinois Conference (NIC) 

 
 

First Church Delegation:  Grant Bailey, S.E. Brick, Phil Crihfield, Elaine Moy Johnson and Colin McDonald.  
Jack Hinz unable to attend.  
 
Ex Officio from First Church:  Nancy Pendergrass (Chair of the NIC Nominations Committee and delegate 
to the Jurisdictional Conference) and Martha Rudy (Chair of the NIC Board of Trustees) 
 
Retired Clergy from First Church:  Rev. Bonny Roth 
 
1. Memorial Service 
 

Bob Keller was one of eighteen retired clergy from the NIC who were remembered during the 
Memorial Service. 
 

2. Retirement Service 
 
At the Service honoring the retiring class of 2022, in answer to the question “Was there a time in 
your ministry when you felt the unquenchable Spirit”, Rev. Bonny Roth shared her moving story of 
the sudden death of one of our beloved members, the pastoral care the holy spirit moved Bonny to 
provide to his widow at the hospital, and how that same spirit has brought healing to his widow 
through her ongoing connection to First Church.    
 

3. Pastoral Appointments.   
 
Pastor Britt Cox’s appointment as Executive Pastor of First Church was announced.  At the 2019 NIC 
Annual Conference Pastor Britt was elected as an alternate delegate to the North Central 
Jurisdictional Conference.  She was a presenter in the video reporting on the what the delegation 
has been doing following the delay of the 2020 General Conference.   There were a few “Oohs and 
Aahs” from the floor when the announcement of her appointment to First Church was made.   
  

4. Status of the United Methodist Church.   
 
The seismic shift in the denomination that was anticipated following the 2019 Special General 
Conference has not happened.  Instead there have been a few “tremors”.  Due to the pandemic, the 
2020 General Conference has been postponed until 2024.  In the meantime, the recently formed 
Global Methodist Church is expected to provide a denominational home for conservative local 
churches that wish to disaffiliate from the UMC over the issues of human sexuality.  While there are 
many unanswered questions and much work to be done, at this point there seems to be a graceful 
path forward to a fully inclusive United Methodist Church that will be aligned with the progressive 
vision and ministries of the NIC and First Church.   
  

5. Ordination.   
 
Keri Rainsberger, a former field education intern at First Church, was ordained as an Elder 
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6. Significant Legislation affirming the NIC’s commitment to a global United Methodist Church that is 
fully inclusive and does no harm to any person  (the text of all Legislation is available at  2022 
Legislation.pdf (umcnic.org) .   
 
Passed:  3 Resolutions providing the spiritual framework for the path forward for the UMC 
  

• Affirming “A Call to Grace” prepared by a grass roots movement of the UMC and affirmed by 
the North Central Jurisdiction. (Document 700.02)  

• Narrative for “Continuing United Methodist Church” released by the Council of Bishops and 
affirmed by the North Central Jurisdiction. (Document 700.03) 

• Affirming the “Covenant to Build a Beloved Community” adopted by the North Central 
Jurisdiction. (Document 700.04)  

 
Passed:  Resolution supporting the “Christmas Covenant” Legislation written by United Methodists 
from Africa, Europe and the Philippines, Africa and Europe (Document 700.11) 
 

• Provides for reorganization of the denomination into separate “Regional” Conferences, 
including a Regional Conference for the United States 

• Each Regional Conference would have local autonomy to address issues particular to their 
unique contexts 

• Provides a global connection among the Reginal Conferences to address common global 
issues 

• Although the structure does not in itself guarantee full inclusion, many believe 
regionalization provides the best opportunity to eliminate prohibitions on LGBTQA+ 
inclusion 

• To be presented to the next General Conference in 2024   
 
Rejected:  “Separation Resolution for Local Church”, authored by a retired conservative elder and 
supported by the Wesleyan Covenant Association, that would have allowed local churches to leave 
the NIC on financial terms more favorable to the disaffiliating church than those in the legislation 
adopted at the 2019 Special General Conference.  Martha Rudy, chair of the NIC Board of Trustees, 
spoke against the legislation  (Document 700.14) 
 

7. Social Justice Legislation 
 
Passed: 
   

• “Help us find our Shawnee Children” acknowledges the harm done to the Shawnee people 
at the Shawnee Methodist Mission and Indian Manual Labor School, pledges support for 
finding missing victims, including prayer and education in local churches of the history of 
Indian boarding schools. (Document 700.07).   
 

• “Let’s Overcome Christian Nationalism” condemns the use of Christian symbols and prayers 
by participants in the January 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol, disavows lies about the 
2020 Presidential Election that incited the mob to carry Christian symbols and attack the 
Congress, and calls on pastors and lay leaders to lead studies of Christian nationalism.    
(Document 700.09)  

https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/annual%20conference/2022%20Legislation.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/annual%20conference/2022%20Legislation.pdf
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• “Resolution for Korean Peace” calls for prayers in worship for Korea’s peace, bible study and 
education, at the NIC and local  church levels, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
armistice of the Korean War in 2023.  (Document 700. 13)  
 

• “Supporting the Rights of Immigrants, Refugees, and Asylum Seekers to Justice, Equity and 
Right to Counsel” calls for clergy, lay leaders and members of local churches to (i) educate 
themselves about the plight of immigrants, asylum seekers and refugees attempting to 
enter this country, (ii) support legal advocacy for those persons, (iii) provide hospitality, 
childcare and other resources, and (iv) call upon state and federal legislators to enact 
legislation protecting these persons and to make better decisions for their health, welfare 
and security.  (Document 700.15)   

 

• “Supporting the Right to Free Speech and to Engage in Nonviolent Actions” calls for clergy 
and laity to” (i) support the right to engage in nonviolent resistance, (ii) educate themselves 
about the damage anti-boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS)  laws have done to free 
speech rights, (iii) consider the dangers of an Illinois statue that penalizes actions critical of 
Israel when those actions are taken out of concern for human rights, and (iv) call on state 
legislators to urge them to review the Illinois anti-BDS law and consider whether efforts to 
protect Israel have a chilling effect on or violate free speech rights.  (Document 700.16)  
 

8. NIC Delegation to the General Conference and Jurisdictional Conference  (postponed from 2020) 
 

Passed:  Elections for General Conference.  The current delegation to the 2020 General Conference 
and North Central Jurisdiction Conference were elected at the NIC Annual Conference in 2019.  The 
legislation authorizes new elections to be held in 2023 unless Judicial Council rules that the current 
delegation must be seated for the postponed 2020 General Conference (Document 700.12).  Pastor 
Britt Cox  and Nancy Pendergrass are alternate delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference.  If a new 
election is held each will need to stand for election if they choose to run.    
 

9. Boy Scout Litigation 
 
Over 82,000 claims by victims of sexual abuse while participating in scouting activities have been 
asserted against the Boy Scouts of America.  4,000 of those claims involve Boy Scout troops that 
were sponsored by United Methodist Churches.  63 claims involve churches in the NIC.   First Church 
sponsored a troop that was disbanded in the 1980’s, but none of these claims involve the troop 
sponsored by First Church. 
 
In response to the litigation the Boy Scouts of America filed for bankruptcy.  A settlement has been 
negotiated between the class of claimants, the Boy Scout organization, insurance carriers, 
sponsoring organizations (such as churches), and other stake holders.  The settlement calls for a 
settlement fund of $2.6 Billion for the benefit of the claimants.  The United Methodist Church’s 
contribution to that fund is $30 Million and the NIC’s share of that amount is $754,000.  The 
settlement must be approved by the bankruptcy court, and a ruling is not expected for several 
months.   
 
If the settlement is approved, the NIC will seek pledges from local churches with troops or who have 
claims against them.  The NIC also has reserve funds that may be used to cover any shortfall from 
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pledges.   It is not clear whether First Church will be asked to make a pledge to the settlement fund.  
The settlement should not affect conference apportionments.   
 

10. Financial  
 
The NIC ended 2021 with receipts from conference apportionments covering all expenses.    There 
are no red flags for 2022.  The budget for 2023 was passed with the conference apportionments set 
at the amount actually received in 2021 ($4,700,118).  The 2023 and 2022 budgets, financial 
statement for 2021 are in pages 1-3 of the document at the following link   2022 Legislation.pdf 
(umcnic.org)   
 

11. Bishop’s Appeal 
 
An astounding $275,000 was given in response to the Bishop’s Appeal for Ukraine.  This money will 
be sent to the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and used to help the Ukrainian 
people devastated by the war in their country.   
 

12. Response to Harmful News From Florida  
 
Just before the adjournment of the last Plenary Session, it was reported from the floor that the 
Florida Conference had just voted to not ordinate a class of 16 candidates who had been 
recommended by the conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry because 2 of those candidates had 
identified as LBGTQA+.  A prayer was offered for all of those being harmed by this action, and a 
motion was passed unanimously that a letter of support be sent from  the NIC to each member of 
the class.   
 

 

 

https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/annual%20conference/2022%20Legislation.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/annual%20conference/2022%20Legislation.pdf

